A.D. Henderson and FAU High School Reopening FAQs
These Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) represent a compilation of questions submitted by

parents in response to the A.D. Henderson and FAU High School Reopening Plan. As stated in

the reopening documents, the current public health crisis is ever-changing and may impact the

instructional models that we are able to deliver safely. We will keep families informed regarding

the latest reopening decisions as we continue to monitor the other local public school district

plans and communicate with the Palm Beach Health Department.

Our final decision for reopening will be reliant on a variety of sources of data and will be

determined based on the best interests for the safety and health of all of our students, faculty and

staff.

Frequently Asked Questions

Responses

If we select one instructional model (in-person or
virtual), can we request to change to the other delivery
model at any time?

A formal, written request to change the
delivery model may be submitted; however,
there may be a delay in accommodating the
request.

Please review below one of the
acknowledgements that parents will have to
agree to as part of the submission of their
preference:

e [understand that should I wish to
change my child’s instructional
delivery model, administration may
not be able to immediately
accommodate the request to change
the selected mode of instructional
delivery once the academic year
begins. Thereby, parents and students
may experience a delay in excess of a
quarter/semester before the student
may be switched into the newly
requested instructional format.

How long are we committing to the instructional
delivery model that we select?

The commitment is for one semester (August-
January). However, this may change based on
the public health situation. Decisions may be
made by state and local health officials that




affect a parent’s selection, and if conditions
change for the better or worse, we may alter
the delivery models based on local health and
safety needs.

What happens if my circumstances change such as I take
a new job or my employer requires me to physically
return to work, and I selected the virtual model and now
need to switch to the in-person model?

A parent may formally request a change in
writing; however, to ensure students can
safely return to school in-person,
management of the number of children on
campus is key. We will attempt to make
accommodations; however, there is no
guarantee as to the time it may take to
accommodate the request.

We understand that situations outside a
parent’s control may occur. Given that the
local health situation is volatile, parents may
need to be ready for alternative plans should
we need to shift to a fully virtual model at any
time.

Since we are in Palm Beach why aren’t we following the
School District of Palm Beach County Schools’ decision to
open 100% virtually?

Will we follow the School District of Palm Beach County
Schools and Broward County Public Schools’s initial
plans indicating that they will start the year 100%
virtually?

Although we are in Palm Beach County, we
are a separate school district and make
determinations based on our school needs.
However, we are closely monitoring the local
school district decisions. The local school
district decisions are one factor that we are
considering given that we have families with
children in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
Beach county school systems.

Can we modify the in-person delivery and select a few
days to attend in-person and a few days to attend
virtually?

Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate this
request. We will be managing and closely
monitoring the number of students who
attend in-person to contain the physical
numbers on campus; therefore, we cannot
accommodate any other delivery models.

Will classes be divided by all students attending virtually
and other classes with all students attending in-person ?

Will teacher assignments be consistent and will a teacher
have students who are both virtual and in-person?

To ensure that we can limit the number of
students physically in a classroom, classes
will have to include both students who are
attending virtually and in-person. Every
effort will be made to keep classes and




student class assignments consistent.

I am concerned about how long my child can sit in front
of the computer all day for virtual instruction, in
particular, for young students such as kindergartners.
What will be done to mitigate this concern?

While virtual instruction will provide a
considerable amount of live instruction and
some videos/recorded lessons, we are keenly
aware that students need time either for one-
on-one or group support or they need a
respite from the computer. Opportunities will
be built in for independent work, for breaks,
and for fun activities that are normally done
in school when they are physically on
campus.

We also understand that adjustments may
need to be made as we progress. Your
partnership in this process is vital.

Will my child have to wear a face mask or covering all
day if he/she is physically in school?

Yes, research suggests that masks are one of
the most critical factors to containing the
virus. Every child, faculty and staff member
will be required to wear a mask/approved
face covering all day, except when eating and
drinking. Face shields are not a substitute for
masks. They will be provided as an added
protection and may be used in addition to the
mask/face covering.

My child cannot wear a mask or face covering all day
due to various issues, can I get a doctor’s note to excuse
him/her?

No, doctors’ notes and other reasons for
failing to wear a mask or approved face
covering will not be accepted. Students will
not be permitted to remain in school if they
are not wearing a mask/face covering. This is
for the protection of all students, faculty and
staff. Parents with concerns about their child
wearing a mask every day for the entire day,
are recommended to opt for the fully virtual
model.

Will buffs, gaiters or other face coverings be permitted?

If the face covering has multiple layers, covers
both the nose and mouth, and is fitted
properly, they may be permitted, if approved.
Any face coverings must be school
appropriate and not have images that are




deemed inappropriate for school.

Will plexiglass dividers be used in class?

We have purchased over 400 plexiglass
dividers for classrooms that will be used
either during class between desks/tables or
during lunch when indoors to provide
additional protection.

Could the decision to offer two instructional options

change at any time?

Yes, the public health crisis is constantly
changing and at any point we may have to
pivot to fully virtual. Conversely, if the
situation greatly improves, we may offer
other delivery models. We will follow the
guidance and directives of the local and state
health officials. Flexibility in this situation is
key for all of us as safety is paramount in our
decision-making.

If too many students wish to return to school in-person
and it jeopardizes the ability to social distance, what will

the school do?

Every attempt is being made to provide a
physical environment that maintains social
distancing. This will be a consideration as we
review the parent instructional delivery
selections and it may impact the ability to
deliver an in-person model.

Will middle and high school students change classes?

Yes, middle and high school students will
change classes. There will be stanchions, signs
and stickers to direct the flow of movement.

What will specials, electives and recess be like?

The specials/elective teachers will deliver live
lessons and provide supporting videos and
other activities to ensure engagement. PE will
focus on health the first semester and recess
will be “brain breaks” and time doing fun
activities.

Will students be able to use the lockers?

No, students will not be able to use the
lockers.

Can students attend school virtually with other family

members and friends at one person’s home?

It is up to each parent if they are comfortable
with having other students in their home to
participate in virtual instruction. Parents
would need to ensure students remain
engaged and have a quiet place to focus and




work.

When will we know if our child is selected in aftercare?

The final determination regarding aftercare
has not been made. Parent interest data will
be reviewed and a determination will be
made as to the viability and feasibility of
safely running aftercare and ensuring social
distancing and all other safety precautions.
When determined, parents will be notified.

What will the class size be for students attending in-
person?

That has yet to be determined. It will be
dependent on the number of students per
grade level that request to return to school in-
person.

What are the procedures if a student or teacher tests
positive for COVID-19?

Will the school conduct contact tracing?

All positive COVID-19 cases must be referred
to FAU’s Student Health Services. FAU has
also established a partnership with the
Florida Department of Health and will report
cases to the Health Department. Individuals
who test positive will be required to self-
quarantine for a minimum of 14 days and
must be medically cleared to return to school.

Will parents be notified if a student or teacher in the
school tests positive for COVID-19?

Not necessarily, parents will be notified if
their child has been in close contact (within
six feet or more for more than 15 minutes of a
student or teacher/staff who has tested
positive for COVID-19). In the event of close
contact with someone who tests positive,
students would be required to quarantine for
14 days prior to returning to campus and
provide a negative COVID-19 test to return to
campus. Students will be permitted to
participate in school virtually to ensure they
do not miss instruction.

How will the school know if a parent sends a child to
school who has COVID-19 but does not have a fever or is
asymptomatic?

Herein lies the complex issue with the virus.
We will not know if a child or an employee is
positive who does not present any symptoms.
This is why we must insist on everyone
wearing a mask and following all of the safety
procedures that we have instituted.




Will there be expectations for students to have to self-
quarantine if they travel out of town?

This is yet to be determined.




